Venezuelans Vote Peacefully 
For ISew President and Congress ^ ? 




Associated Press 

Before entering polling station in Caracas, a voter 
in Venezuela’s presidential election gets a frisking. 



By LewisJEL Diiiguid 

Washingto^^ost^aff Writer 

CARACAS, Dec. 1 — Vene- 
zuelans formed long, peaceful 
lines today to choose among 
six presidential candidates 
and to elect a congress for 
which 33 parties are compet- 
ing nationally. 

This is the third election 
here since dictator Perez Ji- 
menez was exiled in 1958. It 
could result in the first 
change of ruling parties for 
this country of 9.4 million in 
its brief democratic era. 

Although the country has 
suffered chronic terrorism, 
guerrilla warfare and other 
political violence, the troops 
and police that patrolled the 
streets of the capital saw no 
action today. Reports from the 
20 states indicated a general 
calm. 

The four candidates given a 
chance of winning in the tight 
presidential race are: 

• Gonzalo Barrios of the 
Democratic Action Party, 
which won the two previous 
elections. 

• Rafael Caldera of the 
Christian Socialist (COPEI) 
Party. 

• Luis Beltran Prieto of the 
People’s Electoral Movement 

• M. A. Burelli Rivas of a 
front formed by three parties. 

So close is the race that the 
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Soldiers check papers of voters queued up at Caracas polling station as Venezuelans elected new president. 



Venezuelan Balloting Peaceful 
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winner is not expected to gain 
a majority, and his percentage 
of the vote may fall below that 
gained by the current Presi- 
dent, Raul Ijeoni, in 1963, 
when he received 33 per cent 
of the votes cast. 

A definitive trend may not 
emerge until Monday. 

The President is elected for 
a five-year term. He will take 
office in March. Before then, 
intense bargaining vsdll take 
place in the effort to form a 
coalition of parties that will 
support the President’s pro- 
gram in the Senate and the 
House of Deputies. 

Congress is elected by a modr 
^ ified version of proportional 
representation. Voters were 
given , a packet of colored 
cards. From six large cards, 
they selected the color repre- 
senting their presidential 
choice. They chose a smaller 
card representing the slate of 
their chosen party for the 
Congress. ' 

Anomalies in System 

Deputies and Senators from 
the states are apportioned ac- 
cording to 'the percentage of 
that state’s vote that their 
part'ies receive. 

Although few people wait- 
ing to vote admitted to con- 
fusion, the system — like all 
voting methods — has its anom- 
alies. Candidates gain office 
in states they perhaps have, 
never visited. Several parties 
support the same presidential 
candidate wihdle offeiring dif- 
ferent congressional tickets. 
A single candidate can con- 
test for seats from two differ- 
ent states. A candidate listed 
on a slate may refuse to 
serve, passing the seat to an- 
other member of his party 
who received fewer votes than 
he did. 

Voters among the nearly 



two million people of Caracas 
cast their ballots in sflhooils 
and 'Other public ^^Idings, the 
streets in front of them being 
blocked off. This precaution 
probably was taken to prevent 
machine-gun attacks from cars 
of speeding terrorists, a fa- 
vored tactic oi insurrection- 
ists in the past. 

A Wide Variety 

Most polling places were 
■near the giant apartment 
buildings that dominate the 
capital’s hilly skyline. 

From the privately built 
luxury flats came chic busi- 
nessmen’s wives and wealthy 
old men. From long lines of 
government-built housing 
came working men and 'great 
numbers of youngsters who 
looked as though they had 
reached thedr eighteenth birth- 
day just in time to vote. 

PubMc housing is one of the 
benefits of the country’s in- 
come from sale of 3.5 million 
barrels of oil daily. (The hous- 
ing hasn’t been an 'overwhelm- 
ing success, since a large num- 
ber of the residents fail to 
pay their rent. 

Oil affects all policies here, 
although it was almost a pas- 
sive issue in the election. In 
the long run, there is the ques- 
tion of what will happen when : 
the oil runs out, perhaps inj 
less than 25 years. I 

Foreign Domination { 

_ For now, a persistent ques-' 
tion is whether the domina-| 
tion by foreign companies of 
oil production iS in -. the na- 
tional interest. 

Prieto, fhex;on.tender consid- 
ered furthest to the left in the 
essentially moderate quartet 
of leading candidates, has 
called for one concrete, though 
fairly small, change in this 
policy. 

He would turn over to a 



state-owned oil company the 
servicing of the entire na- 
tional market. Under the pres- 
ent government, a third of this 
market was given to this 
Venqzuelan company, In all, 
the domestic consumption is 
put at about 5 per cent of the 
total production. 

In general, the oil compa- 
nies have carefully avoided 
any involvement in the cam- 
paign, as has the U.S. Em- 
bassy. 

Representatives of both 
these groups, though not 



speaking for them officially, 
■have indicated privately that 
they look on Prieto as the 
least favorable candidate. 

The contest has been fairly 
free of questionable tactics. 
However, the Capriles chain 
of newspapes has used its 
pages to mount a concerted ef- 
fort to elect Caldera of 
COPEI. When this effort ex- 
tended beyond the official cut- 
off of campaign propaganda 
on Friday, at least one of the 
political parties protested offi- 
cially against the newspapers. 




